This paper aims to analyze religion's roles related to the political activities in the contemporary Middle East. Constructivism is a framework that offers the way to understand the phenomenon. Constructivism provides a place for the influence of non-material factors such as the value, identity, and purpose of actor behavior in politics. In this article, the author examines through two levels of analysis, ie state level and regional level. At the state level, Islamic political ideology grows in a modern state and often confronts democracy. The debate over the application of Islamic law, the involvement in elections, and the adaptation of Islamic justice principles and the principle of equality are the discourses that characterize political activity in the Middle East. At the regional level, Islam exerts impact in foreign policy in the region. The regional tensions between Sunni and Shiite groups, the resistance in the context of jihad, and the emergence of ISIS are part of the conflict that contributes to regional instability. These political behaviors shows that Islam is not a religion with a single interpretation.
INTRODUCTION
As the dominant religion in the Middle East, Islam is a significant factor in determining the behavior of countries and other actors in the region. 1 In the context of Islam, the events of the September 11, 2011 attacks that occurred in New York, United
States, has made Islamic movements and politics into the world spotlight. Five days after the incident, September 16, US President George W. Bush declared a "war on terrorism". According to Bush, all countries must participate in the US campaign. There is no place for neutrality. By looking at the origin of US target actors and targets, the Middle East became one of the most important US foreign policy arenas. Moreover, in a regional context, academics and the global community are also increasingly viewing the Middle East as a place 1 Mandaville, 2016. 2 Daalder & Linsday, 2003. 3 Mandaville, 2008. for the development of radical Islamic thought and groups. The contemporary Middle East is also interesting to observe because this area is still a region prone to conflict and violence. When in the 21st century the international political situation in general is no longer a lot of talk about the invasion of the sovereign borders of the country, However, this paper does not seek to find a correlation or an answer to whether the war on terrorism is a religious war and vice versa. This paper highlights how Islam influences contemporary political activity in the Middle East and its consequences for domestic and regional politics. In answering the question, the author focuses on the influence of Islam at the country and regional level. The author argues that the role of Islam comes in two ways, namely the role of Islam as an instrument to achieve specific goals and the role of Islam as a medium of expression. The relationship between Islam and democracy and the response of Islamic leaders to the development of the modern state is a point that needs to be further analyzed.
Islam and Politics
The author uses constructivism as a framework for understanding the role of Islam as a non-material factor that influences political activity in the Middle East. The constructivism perspective can be traced from the Third Debate between rationalists and critical theory which dominated the international relations discipline in the 1980s.
5
The rationalists use the dominant view of realism post-World War II.
6
The realism perspective has two main assumptions, namely (1) state actors are "atomic egoistic" which has interests, and (2) the international world is an anarchic world. In an anarchic world, there is no single power above the state. In this anarchy situation, the state strengthens military weaponry in order to maintain its existence (struggle for power). This does not just ignore the potential for cooperation in the perspective of realism. In the realist view, the state can build cooperation between them based on rationality, namely the calculation of actions based on profit and loss (cost and benefit or payoff). In other words, rationalists rely on material things. Critical theory rejects such assumptions. According to critical theory, non-material matters are important in understanding the world. Critical theories such as modernism from the Frankish school, for example, embrace the idea of critical 5 Philips, 2007 . 6 Sterling-Foker, 2005 interpretation to see whether a claim makes sense or not. Meanwhile, postmodernism brought by Derrida adheres to radical interpretation (radical interpretivism) which believes that everything can be very subjective, and the freedom of our thinking is part of an effort to postpone the truth that can be infinite.
In the debate, constructivists are in the midst of rationalist and critical theory. Constructivists believe that material structures and non-material structures are very useful in constructing a problem.
First, in a constructivist view, social construction and interaction between agents and structures are important in international politics.
Structure can sharpen the social and political behavior of actors.
Second, constructivists consider identity, values, and intentions to be things that need to be considered in problem analysis, not just interests as trusted by rationalist groups. 
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Jihad has different meanings. Some understand jihad as "holy war". However, according to Peter Mandaville, interpreting jihad as a holy war is a misunderstanding.
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The root of the word jihad is "striving with all effort and power". Thus, jihad has broad and narrow meanings. As a broad meaning, the term jihad is generally associated with armed struggle, for example when Muslims try to survive the attacks of other countries. The argument is written in the Qur'an the letter Al-Hajj (22) verse 39: "It has been permitted [to fight] for those 11 Mandaville, 2016; Knudsen, 2003. 12 Mandaville, 2016. who are fought, because indeed they have been persecuted." In a narrower sense, the term jihad is used for a Muslim who study hard, for example. Jihad also has a persuasive meaning, as mentioned in the Qur'an the letter An-Nahl (16) verse 125: "Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and argue with them in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing of who is [rightly] guided". The concepts above are the knife of analysis to find out answers to the influence of Islam in political activities in the Middle East.
RESEARCH METHODS
This study uses a descriptive-interpretive approach to answer the formulation of the problem. Through a descriptive-interpretive approach, the author regulates, unites, and checks data by trying to find patterns and relations regarding the role or influence of Islam in political activities in the Middle East.
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The author uses secondary data as a reference source, namely academic journals and printed and electronic documents. The analysis unit is divided into two, namely country level and regional level analysis. In this analysis, the author tries to connect the data with the concept, take generalizations, then identify patterns and relations between Islam and politics in the Middle East. Thus, after collecting data, the author begins to interpret the data.
14 Data processing and analysis techniques use qualitative analysis methods. In qualitative analysis, data usually uses more words than numbers and has meaning that can be interpreted into several meanings based on a particular context. In qualitative analysis, during the process of data collection, the authors have initiated data analysis to determine the direction of research.
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Islam Role in Regional Politics
In general, we can say that the Middle East stretches from 
